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DOCUMENT OVERVIEW 
 

The purpose of this document is to provide management guidelines for the Observatory 

Mesa area in Flagstaff, AZ that is under ownership of the City of Flagstaff. Contents of this 

document address the thirteen resource elements required for a management plan to be 

considered a Stewardship Plan under the guidelines of the US Forest Service Forest 

Stewardship Program. The thirteen resource elements are: 

 

1. Soil and Water 
2. Biological Diversity 
3. Aesthetic Quality 
4. Recreation 
5. Timber 
6. Fish and Wildlife 
7. Threatened and Endangered 

Species 

8. Forest Health 
9. Archeological, Cultural, and 

Historic Sites 
10. Wetlands 
11. Fire 
12. Carbon Cycle 
13. Range/Agroforestry/Silvopasture

 

The Forest Stewardship Program, in Arizona, is a tool to provide forest management support 

and technical assistance to landowners in targeted priority and critical areas. This 

stewardship plan is specific to the Observatory Mesa project area but takes into account 

recommendations and critical areas at the larger landscape level. Recommendations are 

based upon field observations, field inventory, and acquired knowledge by natural resource 

managers employed by the Arizona State Forestry Division and augmented by like inputs 

from professional natural resource managers from the City of Flagstaff, AZ. There may be a 

variety of options to achieve the goals stated within this document. The guidelines should 

not be confused with the actual treatment implementation which will be overseen and or 

conducted by the City of Flagstaff Wildland Fire Management Division as part of the Flagstaff 

Watershed Protection Project (FWPP).  
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PRIMARY GOALS & OBJECTIVES 
 
The purpose of the proposed action is to improve the health and sustainability of forested 

conditions within the Observatory Mesa area by moving vegetative conditions in the project 

boundaries towards desired conditions specified in the Forest Stewardship Management 

plan. Active management on Observatory Mesa is necessary to restore the area to a more 

healthy forest condition by: 

F Reintroducing fire as a natural part of the ecosystem, 

F Reducing fuel buildup to help reduce the intensity and spread of unwanted wildland 

fire, 

F Reducing overall stand densities and moving stand conditions toward a forest 

structure more representative of pre-settlement fire regimes, 

F Maintain and enhance the diversity of vegetative age classes, vegetative species, and 

vegetative structure, 

F Reducing mistletoe infection levels to endemic levels where possible, 

F Mimicking natural disturbance processes while maintaining habitat, 

F Providing a mosaic of habitat conditions through time including open forest and 

savannah conditions, and 

F Maintaining the aesthetic qualities, recreational opportunities, watershed values, 

wildlife habitat, native plant diversity, and other features of the area. 

 

 

Property History 

On February 14, 1912 Arizona was granted Statehood in the United States and 

several million acres of land were designated as State Trust Lands. These lands were 

managed by the Arizona State Land Department to provide revenues generated from sale of 

harvested timber to the schools in trust of the State of Arizona. The city of Flagstaff made 

steps beginning over a decade ago to purchase this land though various funding 

mechanisms, and were successful in 2013 in acquiring the land though voter approved bonds 

and reclassified the land to be maintained for conservation values.  In September, the city 

was awarded $6 million from the Arizona State Parks Board under the Growing Smarter State 

Trust Land Acquisition Fund. 
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PROPERTY 
 

 

 
Map 1. Project Area Overview Map 
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Address 
Flagstaff, Arizona 
Coconino County 
 
Property Description 
The project area is located within northwest portion of the City of Flagstaff, with one Section 
outside but immediately adjacent to the city corporate boundary. Parcel numbers for the 
project area are 102-15-002 and 102-15-001.  The property boundaries are delineated by 
fence lines over much of one area. Condition of the fence varies throughout the area. In 
addition there are US Forest Service boundary markers posted on the adjacent Federal Land.  

 
Legal Description1 
Tract: 2 Section: 6 Township: 21N Range: 07E Tract: 3 Section: 6 Township: 21N Range: 07E 

Tract: 4 Section: 6 Township: 21N Range: 07E Tract: 5 Section: 6 Township: 21N Range: 07E 

Tract: 6 Section: 6 Township: 21N Range: 07E Tract: 7 Section: 6 Township: 21N Range: 07E 

Sixteenth: SW Quarter: NE Section: 6 Township: 21N Range: 07E Sixteenth: SE Quarter: NW 

Section: 6 Township: 21N Range: 07E Sixteenth: NE Quarter: SW Section: 6 Township: 21N 

Range: 07E Sixteenth: SE Quarter: SW Section: 6 Township: 21N Range: 07E Sixteenth: NW 

Quarter: SE Section: 6 Township: 21N Range: 07E Sixteenth: SW Quarter: SE Section: 6 

Township: 21N Range: 07E GOVT LOTS 2-7, SW NE, SENW, E2 SW, W2 SE Quarter: NW 

Section: 8 Township: 21N Range: 07E Quarter: SW Section: 8 Township: 21N Range: 07E 

Sixteenth: NW Quarter: NE Section: 8 Township: 21N Range: 07E Sixteenth: SW Quarter: NE 

Section: 8 Township: 21N Range: 07E Sixteenth: NW Quarter: SE Section: 8 Township: 21N 

Range: 07E Sixteenth: SW Quarter: NE Section: 8 Township: 21N Range: 07E W2, W2 E2 

Tract: 1 Section: 18 Township: 21N Range: 07E Tract: 2 Section: 18 Township: 21N Range: 

07E Tract: 3 Section: 18 Township: 21N Range: 07E Tract: 4 Section: 18 Township: 21N 

Range: 07E Quarter: NE Section: 18 Township: 21N Range: 07E Sixteenth: NE Quarter: NW 

Section: 18 Township: 21N Range: 07E Sixteenth: SE Quarter: NW Section: 18 Township: 21N 

Range: 07E Sixteenth: NE Quarter: SW Section: 18 Township: 21N Range: 07E Sixteenth: SE 

Quarter: SW Section: 18 Township: 21N Range: 07E Quarter: SE Section: 18 Township: 21N 

Range: 07E GOVERNMENT LOTS 1-4, NE, E2 W2, PT SE NLY OF SLY LINE OF BNSF RR 1 EXC 

3052197 Tract: 5 Section: 19 Township: 21N Range: 07E Sixteenth: NW Quarter: NW Section: 

19 Township: 21N Range: 07E Sixteenth: NE Quarter: NE Section: 19 Township: 21N Range: 

                                                      
1
 [ŜƎŀƭ ŘŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ŦǊƻƳ /ƻŎƻƴƛƴƻ /ƻǳƴǘȅ !ǎǎŜǎǎƻǊΩǎ hŦŦƛŎŜΦ !ŎŎŜǎǎŜŘ ƻƴƭƛƴŜ March 3, 2015 
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07E Sixteenth: NW Quarter: NE Section: 19 Township: 21N Range: 07E GOVERNMENT LOT 5, 

NE NW NW, PT N2 N2 NE N OF SLY LINE BNSF RR. Section: 12 Township: 21N Range: 06E ALL 

 
Mapped Acres (GIS) 2,309 

Surveyed Acres 2,309 

Forested Acres 1,700 

Perennial Stream Length (ft) 27,342 

Boundary Marked Partial 
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Property Maps 
 

Topographic Map 

 
Map 2. Topographic map with hillshading 
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Ownership Map 

 
Map 3. Ownership map 

 
 

 
 

 
 




































































